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Military -SieSBJSten. Turkey -Greece -Cyprus 
Turkey has a clear superiority in the air for operatl'cns against 


Cyprus, not only because of numerical superior J.ty in tactical fighter 
and f igher/bomber aircraft (approximately 3^0 of olf types against 
Greece's 2)-l-5 or so) but because of the nearness of the main TAF 
field at Incirlik, near Adana, to Cypins (rC3 miles as opposed to 
the nearest Greek base at Couda Bay on Cre'fe--360 miles). This would 
give the TAF air control over Cyprus from the outset, and would 
seriously hamper RliAF efforts to interdict Turkish auTiphibious 
operations across the )-i0 iii:i].es that srpar.'ites Cyiu'ur; from the Turkish 


mainland. 

On the ground, Turkish forces in Thrace are at a high state of 
combat readiness, and arc relatively heayy-)ln armor, for which the 
local terrain is wen.l suited. Turkish armored and infantry elements 
now reportedly assembled in the Corlu area are in a position to launch 
a drive along the coastal road into Greece through A:i.exandropolin and 
Kavalla toward Thossaloni.ki. . Available Information suggef.ts thal: 
the opposing Greek forces arc deployed defensively, and, that they are 
bringing POL forward from the Athens area. The Turkish strategy vrould 
probably be to launch an nmphihlous asss.ult w.ith oru^ infantiy division 
(the 39 th., part of which was seen moving tovrard the port cel.' Mors.Lri on the 
evening of I 8 November), while tieing down the bul-k of the Greek forces 
with a simultaneous drive into Greek 'Thrace. Turkey would have air and 
ground superiority in both theaters, although its air superiority would 
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'be less preponderant in the Thrace operation. 

Turkish and Greek naval forces are roughly comparable in 


combat readiness, with perhaps a slight edge going to the Greek 
Navy. Turkey has Improved its amphibious capability significantly since 
the ig64 crisis, but even though it might be able to land a sizeable 
force (elements, and perhaps all of the 39^^ f):]. vision, minus some heavy 
equipment within a few days) i.t vrould. oxperi.cmce d.Lf ficultJ.es :i.n 
maintaining this size force on Cyprus for an extended peri.od, evrvi 
if Greek action against its supply linos woie ineffective. 

On Cyprus itself, the Greek and Grcck-Cypriot forces have the 
capability of wiping out many, and perhaps moot, of the Turkish-Cypriot 
communities 'before Turkish forces could intervene. The 3 to 1 numerical 
superiority of the Greek/Greek Cypriot side :)vcr their opponents only te]J.s 
part of the story, since Hie Turkish side (aparfi i’rom the fi'iO inaxi Turlx.lGh 
Amy contlng;ent) is mad.o up of poorly trained and. i.nadequate.Ly amed 
irregulars trying to hold onto f.ixed defensive posltkins isolated 
from each other. 

By employing their operational C-Ji-T's and 5 C-130's the Turks 
would be able to deliver over 1300 troops of their commando brigade 


on Cyprus within less 


than 4 hours of the receiving Ihe ordew. 


'J'.y usi.ng 


both C-4T's and G-130'g the entire commando brigade could be air lifted 


to Cyprus within 4 hours after the first drop. It i.s more likely, however, 
that they would use to the C-130's for moving equipment. Thi.s would, moan 
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that the cominando brip-acle could be moved to Cyprus by air \rlthin 11 hours 
of the receipt of the order. It is likely that would be some 


aircraft lost to AA 

fire, particularly from 

among the C-130's, and 

that 

Dome the air dropped 

supp]-ios and equipment 

would be damaged. 
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Fipjhtcr Aircraft 

2h'j 

Fighter Aircraft 

380 

Transport Aircraft (C-At) 19 
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